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717 April 22, 1904 

"Cases of yellow fever pronounced such by Doctors Murray, Tabor, 
and Richardson," published in the report of the board of health, city 
of San Antonio, Tex., on the yellow-fever situation during the quar- 
antine in the months of October and November, 1903, gives names and 
addresses of 36 recoveries from yellow fever, and footnote gives total 
number of deaths 18. 

The second inclosure from Doctor Purnell gives a list of 92 deaths 
occurring in section where yellow fever existed from September 1 to 
December 1, 1903, with diagnoses, other than j^ellow fever, including 
"malarial fever," "meningitis," "congestive chill," "gastric-enteri- 
tis," "bilious fever," "exhaustion," "stomach trouble,"" uraemia," etc. 

Inspection of Benaoides — Other localities and ran ches to he inspected. 

Temporary Acting Assistant Surgeon Cock reports, April 6 and 12, 
through Assistant Surgeon Richardson, as follows: 

I have the honor to report that a house-to-house inspection at this 
point reveals no cases of j^ellow fever or smallpox. 

Measles among children, in epidemic form, has existed for the past 
ten months. Some 8 or 10 deaths have occurred, attributed to this 
disease. At present several children have measles, complicated with 
acute bronchitis and some tonsilitis. 

There is not a typical case of dengue discovered in the town. 

Population is entirely Mexican, with the exception of one family. 

Only one case here so far seen that could cause suspicion of yellow 
fever, and my opinion is that' it is positively not yellow. 

Mosquitoes and Stegomyia larvae are here in abundance. I am satis- 
fied that there were several deaths here in December of last year from 
yellow fever where black vomit was present. 1 am also convinced that 
90 per cent of this population had yellow fever in November and 
December, 1903. 

I shall go from here to San Diego this afternoon and may go over- 
land to. Alice to-morrow. Will return here soon as possible, and from 
here visit overland the populous ranches of Concepcion, Santa Cruz, 
Philadelphia, and Pintas Negras, pending further orders. Hebbron- 
ville and Aguilares, where mosquitoes are plentiful, should be inspected 
on my return trip. 

1 shall keep bars sent to-day here in case I should find need for them 
on my return to this point. 

I shall report from San Diego. 

Inspection, of Alice and other localities. 

I had the honor to report to you last from San Diego, Tex., on the 
7th instant. 

From San Diego I proceeded to Alice, Tex., a town of about 1,500 
inhabitants,-and a junction of the Texas-Mexican and San Antonio and 
Aransas Pass railroads — 42 miles west of Corpus Christi. 

I found health conditions here excellent. I saw one case, with 
Dr. J. D. Hooker, which he thought suspicious, but it proved to be 
pneumonia. 

The physicians and citizens of this place will cooperate with the 
Service as far as possible. 

From Alice I returned to Benavides on the 8th instant and rein- 
spected that place. At Benavides I hired a private conveyance and 
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proceeded to Conception, La Huerta, Santa Cruz, Realitos, and 
Hebbronville. All of these points gave histories of infection in Decem- 
ber and January last. At Conception I learn, from reliable Mexican 
ranchmen as also from the school-teacher, that two parties from 
Runge, Tex. (about thirty days since), were convalescent from an 
illness which left them exceedingly jaundiced. 

The conditions at Realitos are bad from a sanitary standpoint. 
Offensive odors are prevalent and mosquitoes plentiful. 

At Hebbronville, which is the Government transfer station for Fort 
Ringgold, I found no suspicious illness, but man} r barrels filled with 
water from recent rains, in which the stegomyia wigglers are abun- 
dant. The people promised to oil their water containers, and the rail- 
road employees proceeded at once to do so. I would respectfully 
suggest that you request the Texas-Mexican authorities to have their 
tanks, barrels, and stagnant pools oiled on their right of way at all 
stations, thereby gradually educating the people to do the same. 

House to house inspection — Mosquito campaign. 

Washington, April 14, 1904. 
Richardson, Laredo, Tex.: 

Referring to report on Benavides by Cock, no yellow fever having 
been found after careful house to house inspection, and supposing last 
cases were in December, Bureau considers it improbable that infected 
mosquitoes are present, length of life stegomyia for practical purposes 
being sixty-two days. Policy deemed best, therefore, is as follows: 
House to house inspection of all places on border, or near there, where 
yellow fever prevailed last year, mosquito netting always being pro- 
vided in cases doubtful fever discovered; but if no cases discovered, 
measures should be taken to destroy mosquitoes and larvse on the 
ground that locality is particularly liable to reinfection from outside. 

In addition to above, Bureau desires mosquito destruction on travel 
out of Laredo so far as San Antonio, Corpus Christi, and Minera; 
house to house inspection wherever any evidence of there having been 
yellow fever, otherwise mosquito destruction alone. 

Wyman. 

Washington, April 14, 1904- 
Richardson, Laredo, Tex.: 

Bureau considering the safety of your discontinuing the daily house 
to house inspection of the whole city of Laredo, and substituting a more 
circumscribed inspection with reduced force. Wire recommendations. 
Letter explaining reasons mailed you 12th. 

Wyman. 

Laredo, Tex. , Aprii 15, 1904- 
Referring Bureau telegram 14th, as to safety discontinuing daily 
inspections Laredo and working with reduced force, recommend pres- 
ent force until 18th, then reducing to 10 inspectors, who will continue 
inspections and antimosquito work, covering entire city every 3 days. 
Very necessary keep close supervision all water containers. 

Richardson. 



